GOVERNMENT SPONSORED PROGRAMMES

· The Government at Centre and State are implementing Programmes for alleviating poverty, providing gainful employment to various sections of the people viz. Men, women, youth by making available the required investment from the banking system. 

· Subsidy is made available to the extent of 25%, 331/3% and 50% depending upon the level of income, category of people etc.

Some of the major Programmes being implemented in the Union territory of Puducherry are given below:

	PMEGP          
 
	:
	 Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme 

https://www.kviconline.gov.in/pmegpeportal/pmegphome/index.jsp


	MUPSES
	:
	Motivation of Unemployed Persons to start self employed Enterprises Scheme 2006



	PADCO       
 
	:
	Programme for Adi-Dravidars through “ Puducherry Adi Dravidar Development  Corporation"



	BC Welfare      


	:
	 Programme for Backward Class People  and Minorities through 

"Puducherry Backward Classes and Minorities Development Corpn. Ltd.,"



	Women & PH Welfare 
	:
	Programmes for Women and Physically Handicapped through “Puducherry Corporation for Development of Women and Handicapped Persons Ltd”.



	SGSY/NRLM          
 
	:
	 Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana  changed as National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)

https://rbi.org.in/scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Mode=0&Id=11324
https://aajeevika.gov.in/

	SJSRY/NULM         
 
	:
	 Swarnajayanthi Shahari Rozgar Yojana changed as National Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM)

https://rbi.org.in/scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Mode=0&Id=11029
https://nulm.gov.in/


In addition to the above various subsidy/grant/Margin Money assistance schemes for Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Industries and other sectors are implemented by the concerned departments and government organizations.

Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP)
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) was started by merging the two erstwhile schemes that were in operation till 31.03.2008 namely Prime Minister’s Rozgar Yojana (PMRY) and Rural Employment Generation Programme (REGP) for generation of employment opportunities through establishment of micro enterprises in rural as well as urban areas. PMEGP will be a central sector scheme to be administered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MoMSME). 

The objective of the scheme is to generate employment opportunities in rural as well as urban areas of the country through setting up of new self-employment ventures/projects/micro enterprises, to bring together widely dispersed traditional artisans/ rural and urban unemployed youth and give them self-employment opportunities to the extent possible, at their place, to provide continuous and sustainable employment to a large segment of traditional and prospective artisans and rural and urban unemployed youth in the country, so as to help arrest migration of rural youth to urban areas and to increase the wage earning capacity of artisans and contribute to increase in the growth rate of rural and urban employment. 

Motivation of Unemployed persons to start self employed enterprises scheme 2006 (MUPSES):
The objective of the scheme is to encourage unemployed persons in the Union Territory of Puducherry to start self employment manufacturing or services sector enterprises such as mechanized laundry, beauty parlour (saloon), tailoring units, hygienic tea/coffee stalls, etc. Self employment manufacturing or service with project cost of up to Rs.2,00,000 to be financed by banks/financial institutions. The scheme is applicable to PMRY beneficiaries as well as to other beneficiaries who are availing loan directly from the banks/financial institutions.  The PMRY beneficiaries are eligible to avail subsidy under the scheme in addition to the subsidy released by Government of India under PMRY scheme.  The scheme is also applicable to the beneficiaries who are availing loans under the schemes implemented by other departments/agencies viz. DRDA, PKVIB, Development Corporations/social welfare department etc such persons may opt for the scheme either implemented by the concerned department/agencies viz., DRDA, PKVIB, Development Corporations/Social welfare department, etc.  or under this scheme implemented by the DIC.

Programme for Adi-Dravidar through PADCO
The Puducherry Adi-Dravidar Development Corporation (PADCO) is implementing the welfare programme meant for Scheduled Caste people. Under this scheme, the Adi-Dravidar Community people living below the poverty line are identified every year and are assisted with the loan-cum- subsidy and Margin money scheme for viable Trades/Business/Professions and other economical activities under Self-employment scheme, so as to raise their economical standard of living.

Programme for Backward Class People and Minorities:

· The Puducherry Backward Class and minorities Development Corporation limited was registered under the Societies Act on 31.03.1999 with the objective of bringing a holistic development of Backward Classes and Minorities in the Union Territory.  

· The scheme envisages Margin Money Assistance/subsidy  for the Backward Classes and minorities in the Union territory. Similarly, a series of training programme have been planned for this category in various trades like Typewriting, Shorthand, Computer orientation, Two-Wheeler Mechanism, etc.

Swarnjayanthi Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) - Restructuring of SGSY as National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) - Aajeevika

1.1. The Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India has launched National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) by restructuring Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) replacing the existing SGSY scheme, effective from April 1, 2013.

1.2. NRLM is the flagship program of Govt. of India for promoting poverty reduction through building strong institutions of the poor, particularly women, and enabling these institutions to access a range of financial services and livelihoods services. NRLM is designed to be a highly intensive  program  and  focuses on  intensive application of human and material resources in order to mobilize the poor into functionally effective community owned institutions, promote their financial inclusion and strengthen their livelihoods. NRLM complements these institutional platforms of the poor with services that include financial and capital services, production and productivity enhancement services, technology, knowledge, skills and inputs, market linkage, etc. The commuity institutions also offer a platform for convergence and partnerships with various stakeholders by building environment for the poor to access their rights and entitlements and public service.

1.3 A women’s self help group, coming together on the basis of mutual affinity is the primary building block of the NRLM community institutional design. NRLM focuses on building, nurturing and strengthening the institutions of the poor women, including the SHGs and their Federations at village and higher levels. In addition NRLM will promote livelihoods institutions of rural poor. The mission will provide a continuous hand-holding support to the institutions of poor for a period of 5 – 7 years till they come out of abject poverty. The community institutional architecture put in place under NRLM will provide support for a much longer duration and of a greater intensity.

1.4 The support from NRLM will include all round capacity building of the SHGs ensuring that the group functions effectively on all issues concerning their members, financial management, providing them with initial fund support to address vulnerabilities and high cost indebtness, formation and nurturing of SHG federations, making the federations as strong support organizations, making the livelihoods of the poor sustainable, formation and nurturing of livelihoods organizations, skill development of the rural youth to take up self enterprises or jobs in organized sector, enabling these institutions to access their entitlements from the key line departments, etc. 

2. Key difference from SGSY:  

2.1 NRLM  is promoting a major shift from purely ‘allocation based’ strategy to a ‘demand driven’ strategy wherein states have the flexibility to develop their own plans for capacity building of women SHGs and Federations, infrastructure and marketing, and policy for financial assistance for the SHGs.

2.2 NRLM will identify the target group of poor through a ‘participatory identification of the poor’ process instead of using the BPL list as was done in SGSY. This will ensure that the voiceless, poorest of poor are not ignored. In fact under NRLM, the first preference is given to the poorest of poor households.

2.3 NRLM will promote the formation of women SHGs on the basis of affinity and not on the basis of a common activity, as it used to be under SGSY. It is definitely possible that members who come together on the basis of affinity could be having a common activity.

2.4 Unlike SGSY, the NRLM has taken a saturation approach and will ensure all the poor in a village are covered and a woman from each poor family is motivated to join the SHG.

2.5 SHG Federations:  All SHGs in a village come together to form a federation at the village level. The village federation is a very important support structure for the members and their SHGs. The cluster federation is the next level of federation. A cluster consists of a group of villages within a block. The exact configuration will vary from State to State, but typically a cluster consists of 25 - 40 villages. The Village federations and the Cluster federations are the two critical support structures for the SHG s and their members in their long journey out of poverty. 

2.6 NRLM will provide continuous hand-holding support to SHGs, and their federations. This was missing in SGSY. Under NRLM this support will be provided to a great extent by capacitating the SHG federations and by building a cadre of community professionals from among the poor women. The federations and the community professionals will be imparted the necessary skills by the mission. 

2.7 The objective of NRLM is to ensure that SHG s are enabled to access repeat finance from Banks, till they attain sustainable livelihoods and decent living standards. This was missing in SGSY, where the emphasis was on one time support.

Swarnajayanthi Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY) – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (NULM)

With a view to provide gainful employment to the urban unemployed or underemployed through encouraging the setting up of self-employment ventures or provision of wage employment, an urban poverty alleviation programme, namely, Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY) was launched on 01.12.1997. Government of India, Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation, New Delhi to address certain drawbacks in the implementation of the Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY) has revised some of the guidelines with effect from 01.04.2009.  National Urban livelihoods Mission (NULM) was launched with effect from 23.09.2013 replacing SJSRY

Self Employment Programme 

1.1. This component will focus on financial assistance to individuals/groups of urban poorfor setting up gainful self-employment ventures/ micro-enterprises, suited to their skills,training, aptitude and local conditions. The component will also support Self Help Groups (SHGs) of urban poor to access easy credit from bank and avail interest subsidyon SHG loans. The component will further focus on technology, marketing and other support services to the individuals, group entrepreneurs, SHG members and Urban street vendors/ hawkers engaged in micro enterprises for their livelihoods. The component will also facilitate credit cards for working capital requirement of the entrepreneurs.

1.2. The underemployed and unemployed urban poor will be encouraged to set up smallenterprises relating to manufacturing, servicing and petty business for which there is considerable local demand. Local skills and local crafts should be particularly encouraged. Each Urban Local Body (ULB) should develop a compendium of such activities/projects keeping in view skills available, marketability of products, costs, economic viability etc.

