AGRICULTURE IN THE UNION TERRITORY OF PUDUCHERRY 
Agriculture is one of the most important occupations for the people of Pondicherry. About 45% of the total population of the UT depends directly or indirectly on farming. The main crop of this territory is paddy. 
The four isolated territories of the Union Territory of Puducherry are scattered over different agro climate zones and hence have varying cropping patterns. While multiple cropping and a high cropping intensity is possible in Pondicherry region due to favourable soil and climatic conditions, a homogenous cropping pattern with paddy being the predominant crop followed by rice fallow pulses prevails in Karaikal region. Mahe and Yanam regions are but tiny territories together accounting for less than 6% of the net area sown.
Agriculture sector contributes less than 2% of the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of the Union Territory of Puducherry. This shows the declining trend, this is partly due to the deceleration of agricultural growth coupled with the development of secondary and tertiary sectors, which is an All India Phenomenon.
During the last five decades the U. T. of Puducherry has made significant strides in the field of Agriculture by increasing the productivity of agricultural land, achieving crop diversification, exploiting irrigation potential, building infrastructure, creating a well-unit input and marketing network etc.
Agriculture in the U.T. of Puducherry is facing many challenges and constraints. The arable land is shrinking due to increasing demands from other sectors with land fragmentation further reducing the per capita land availability. The irrigation water available for cultivation is depleting due to the over exploitation of aquifer. The quality of water is deteriorating due to the intrusion of sea water. The labour scarcity during the peak agricultural season has an adverse effect on the agricultural operations. Situated in the coastal area, Puducherry is frequently affected by natural calamities. The increasing cost of agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides etc. and the non-remunerative prices for the agricultural produce are other bottlenecks faced by the farmers.
The principal food crops are rice, maize, jowar (cholam), bajra (cumbu), ragi, and pulses (Bengalgram, Redgram, Greengram, Blackgram and Horsegram). The cash crops include cotton, sugarcane, oilseeds, coconut, gingelly and chillies. The important horticultural products are bananas and mangoes.The state is the largest producer of bananas, flowers, tapioca, coconut, groundnut and sugarcane. The plantation wealth of the UT lies in Mahe region mainly. Crops like coconuts, arcanuts, condiments and spices are grown in less quantity. Pulses, groundnut and chillies are other crops grown in Yanam.
http://agri.puducherry.gov.in/

